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Generator Permit Guide 

 
Please review the entire list below and check each item as provided. 
 
PERMIT: 
 

o Completed permit application form, including contractor information. 
 

o Homeowner's Association approval letter (when appropriate). 
 

o Verification from NICOR that the gas meter and service are adequate for all concurrent loads (see 
SAMPLE attachment) 
. 

o Two Copies of 11x17” Plat of survey indicating location of proposed unit including dimensions: 
o To structure(s), windows & doors, and property line(s).   
o Required working space at electrical disconnect(s). 

 
o Two Copies of specifications and details of installation, including: 

o Gas isometric from meter to generator (use the attachment) indicating all concurrent loads on 
each segment. 

o Gas line burial depths & tracer (if required) details. 
 

o Two Copies Specifications and details of pad and screening. 
 

o Two Copies Specifications and details regarding sound levels generated. 
 
 

o Two Copies Full specifications and details, including-but not limited to: 
o Manufacturer's specifications for generator and ATO Switch.   
o One line diagrams: 

    Wire and pipe size, material, and burial depths (if appropriate). Grounding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Generator Guide 

01-2016 

 
 
Requirements for Generators 
 
9-12-6: Private Power Generators: 
 
 
A. Building Permit Requirements: A building permit shall be obtained prior to the installation of any private power generator. 
Applications for a building permit to install a private power generator shall include, in addition to any requirements contained in the 
village building code, the following documents: 
 
1. A spotted survey, drawn to scale, of the lot upon which the private power generator is to be constructed, showing thereon the 
proposed location of the private power generator. The survey shall include written dimensions of the distances between the generator 
and the lot lines and structures on the lot, and shall also show the location, size and type of easements on the property. 
 
2. Plans and specifications for the installation, including elevations and concrete pad construction. (Ord. 2001-02, 1-25-2001) 
 
3. Landscape plan, including details and elevations of required screening, in accordance with subsection 9-13-8D of this title. (Ord. 
2009-31, 7-16-2009) 
 
B. Location Restrictions: 
 
1. Private power generators may be located in required interior side and rear yards, and in interior side and rear landscape setbacks in 
accordance with the following provisions: 
 
a. Generators accessory to nonresidential uses shall not be placed in a required yard or landscape setback that abuts a residential use. 
Generators accessory to multi-family residential uses shall not be placed in a required yard or landscape setback that abuts a single-
family residential use. 
 
b. Generators shall be located a minimum of three feet (3') from any property line. 
 
c. Generators shall not be located on easements without the express written consent of all parties to whom the easement is granted, 
documentation shall be submitted to the zoning officer prior to the issuance of any building permit related to the installation of the 
generator. Generators may not be located in detention facilities or over spillways. 
 
d. The height of generators accessory to nonresidential uses and their required screening (except for landscape screening) shall not 
exceed the height of the principal structure. The height of generators accessory to residential uses shall not exceed six feet (6'). (Ord. 
2001-02, 1-25-2001) 
 
e. Private generators shall be screened in accordance with subsection 9-13-8D of this title. (Ord. 2009-31, 7-16-2009) 
 
2. No private power generators accessory to residential uses are permitted to be located in the buildable area between the principal 
structure and the front or exterior side lot line(s). No private power generators accessory to nonresidential uses are permitted to be 
located in the buildable area between the principal structure and the front or exterior side lot line(s) unless they are in accordance with 
the following provisions: 
 
a. The generator may not be greater than six feet (6') in height. (Ord. 2001-02, 1-25-2001) 
 
b. Generators shall be screened in accordance with subsection 9-13-8D of this title. (Ord. 2009-31, 7-16-2009) 
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Screening Requirements 
 
 
9-13-8D. Screening Requirements For All Private Generators: 
 
1. Generators that are less than four feet (4') in all dimensions are not required to be screened. 
 
2. Generators that are four feet (4') or greater in any dimension shall be screened in accordance with the following provisions: 

 
a. Generators and their cabinets six feet (6') in height or less on lots with nonresidential uses and on lots with multi-family 
uses shall be enclosed within a masonry wall or solid fence. Fences shall be constructed of commercial grade wood or 
comparable materials. 
 
b. Generators six feet (6') in height or less on lots with single-family residential uses shall be fully enclosed within a metal 
cabinet or by a masonry wall. 
 
c. Generators greater than six feet (6') in height shall be completely enclosed within a metal cabinet or within a completely 
enclosed accessory building. Metal cabinets shall have an even, finished appearance free of projections and protrusions. The 
design, color and materials of completely enclosed accessory buildings shall match those of the principal structure. (Ord. 
2009-31, 7-16-2009) 

 
3. The design, construction materials and color of the screening referred to in subsection D2 of this section shall be subject to the 
approval of the director of community development, who shall base his or her approval on the following criteria: (Ord. 2009-31, 7-16-
2009; amd. Ord. 2010-29, 5-20-2010) 

 
a. The design shall provide the screening effect required by this section. The screening shall be constructed of materials 
which shall complement the materials used in the construction of the principal building or structure. 
 
b. The color of the required screening shall match the color of the principal building or shall be selected to blend into the 
surroundings. 

 
4. Landscaping shall be provided in addition to the required screening. Said landscaping shall consist, at a minimum, of large shrubs 
planted three feet (3') apart around the perimeter of the generator and its screening fence, wall or cabinet. For those generators and 
required screening that exceed six feet (6') in height, the required landscaping shall consist of tall evergreen shrubs (such as 
arborvitae) spaced four feet (4') apart or evergreen trees that are a minimum of eight feet (8') in height and spaced eight feet (8') apart. 
(Ord. 2009-31, 7-16-2009) 
 
5. If it is not possible to meet all of the screening and landscaping regulations set forth in this subsection, the director of community 
development, at his or her discretion, may approve an alternate plan. (Ord. 2009-31, 7-16-2009; amd. Ord. 2011-21, 5-12-2011) 
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For water column pressure greater than listed see 
IFGC tables 402.4 
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