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Patio Installation Guide 

 
A permit application, along with 2 copies of the Plat of Survey (engineer stamped 11”x17”) must be provided 
with the patio drawn to scale with measurements included on each of the plats of survey.  
 

The following information must be provided on the patio drawing: 
 
 

• Type of material for patio (i.e. concrete, stamped concrete, or brick pavers). 
• Type of material for base and amounts  
• Any underground gas lines must be noted with patio design. (Plastic Pipe 12” deep with 18 AWG 

yellow tracer wire or 8” deep with approved hard pipe) IRC G2415.12  
• Any electric must be in intermediate or rigid pipe (IMT or RMT) and be located 6” deep for metallic 

pipe or 18” deep non-metallic (NEC Table 680.10) 
• Built-in grills or recreational fire pits must be noted and must adhere to specific code requirements and 

manufacture’s installation instructions (15’ away from house if for a 36” or smaller diameter 24” high 
premanufactured fire pit, else 25’ away) IFC 307.4 

• Patios with more than three risers require a graspable handrail.  
• Patios and landings with a fall of 24” or greater requires a guardrail. 
• Number of stairs (if any) that will be built. 
• Riser heights of stairs to be built (7 ¾” max.). 
• Tread depths of stairs (10” min.). 
• Size of landing (Min. 36”x36” required at egress door). 
• Seat wall dimensions. 
• Architectural features (trellises, arbors, pergolas, columns, pillars, water features, etc.). 
• Detail of railing height if more than three risers will be needed. (34” to 38” from tread nosing)  

(top of doorway threshold is the measurement point for the top step) 
 
 
The following inspections are required on patios: 
Inspection #1 = Base Inspection 
Inspection #2 = Final Inspection 
 
Concrete Patios: minimum 3” gravel base and 4” concrete 
Brick Patios: Minimum 8” gravel base and 1” sand under bricks 
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